
The Community Foundation of Marshall County (CFMC) is pleased to announce a $35,000 

Rebuild Marshalltown Fund (RMF) grant award to St. Francis of Assisi Parish for the restoration 

of the historic St. Mary Church’s stained-glass windows. 

 

St. Mary’s historic church building sustained extensive damage from the July 19, 2018, tornado.  

Following the 2020 derecho the St. Francis Parish Council made the stained-glass window 

restoration project a priority and have successfully raised the majority of funds to support this 

project.  The St. Mary’s stained-glass windows hold historical significance because they were the 

first stained glass windows that the H.M. Hooker Company, Chicago, had furnished to any 

Catholic Church in Iowa.  The Hooker Company produced windows for churches and other 

buildings in several states between 1855 and 1917.   

 

"The Rebuild Marshalltown Fund Committee recognizes the historic significance of these 

stained-glass windows and that they are a unique form of art that needed to be preserved for 

future generations to enjoy.”  said Community Foundation Executive Director Julie Hitchins.   

 

The project will be performed by Bovard Studios of Fairfield which specializes in restoration of 

historic stained glass.  They will perform historic preservation techniques as well as installing a 

new Precision Flow Vented Perimeter Frames on all windows.  The new frames will allow the 

public to observe the iconic stained glass art pieces from the outside as well as the inside of the 

church.     

 

It is anticipated long-term recovery and rebuilding efforts may take up to ten years.  Together, 

we can rebuild Marshalltown to the place we all know and love. Contributions to the Rebuild 

Marshalltown Fund can be made online at www.cfmarshallco.org/rebuild-marshalltown-fund/ or 

checks can be mailed to the Community Foundation of Marshall County, 11 N. First Ave., 

Marshalltown, Iowa 50158.  

 

If you have any questions, you can contact Julie Hitchins, Community Foundation of Marshall 

County Executive Director, at director@cfmarshallco.org. www.cfmarshallco.org 

 

### 

 

The mission of the Community Foundation of Marshall County is to improve the quality of life 

in Marshall County by building charitable endowments and by addressing critical needs of our 

communities in partnership with nonprofit organizations and donors. The Community 

Foundation of Marshall County is an affiliate of the Community Foundation of Greater Des 

Moines, a community foundation that is confirmed in compliance with National Standards for 

U.S. Community Foundations. 
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